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Commonly reported UFO shapes. (Courtesy ICUFON/NICAP)
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A selection of UFOs (some of which are proven hoaxes). (Courtesy ICUFON)




Shaver mystery 334 Sheaffer, Robert [Merrill]
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Drawings by Diane Prentice.

Several useful references are available to the inter-
ested reader on the subject of UFO shapes (Haines, “UFO
drawings by witnesses and non-witnesses: is there some-
thing in common?”, UFO Phenomena, Vol. 2, no. 1, 1977
Hall, The UFO Evidence, 1964; Shepard, “Some psycho-
logically oriented techniques for the scientific investiga-
tion of unidentified aerial phenomena,” in Symposium
on Unidentified Flying Objects, U. S. House of Representa-
tives, July 29, 1968; and “Photographs of alleged UFOs,”
Takanashi, Worldwide UFO Photos, 1977). There are also
thousands of drawings of UFOs in the files of the U. S.
Air Force; these files are now publicly available through
the Library of Congress. In addition, private UFO study
groups in many nations collect eyewitness drawings and
photographs. This storehouse of “data” provides the basis
for the above summary of UFO shapes and for further
research which investigators may pursue.

(See also: FALLING LEAF PHENOMENON; FORMATIONS,
UFO; ORTHOTENY; PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF UFOS;
RELIABILITY OF UFO WITNESSES)

RICHARD F. HAINES

Shaver mystery. See PALMER, RAYMOND A.

Sheaffer, Robert [Merrill] (b. 1949). Robert Sheaffer is
a leading skeptical investigator of UFOs and a founding
member of the UFO Subcommittee of the Committee
for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of the Paranor-
mal (CSICP).

A 1971 graduate of Northwestern University (Evans-
ton, Illinois), where he studied mathematics and astron-
omy, Mr. Sheaffer now works as a systems analyst (with
several years’ experience in the design of computerized
telecommunications systems software) and resides in a
Maryland suburb of Washington, D.C.




